


 

 

 
April 17, 2023 

 
 
Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority 
 
RE: Cooperative Projects Involving Cities and Counties 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
This letter is to express the strong support of the Lynchburg Police Department for the 
implementation of Horizon Behavioral Health’s Crisis Receiving Center (CRC).  This includes 
the detoxification program for individuals with an opioid use disorder (OUD) or other substance 
use disorder which will be supported through funding from the Virginia Opioid Abatement 
Authority.  
 
Through collaboration with Horizon, the Central Virginia localities will support the development 
of an eight-bed detoxification unit for individuals with an opioid use disorder and/or other 
substance use disorder, to provide a needed level of care in our community. This project will 
aim to divert individuals with an OUD away from emergency departments and residential 
facilities toward addiction-specific services locally in the community.  
 
The Lynchburg Police Department and our community have benefited from a long-standing 
relationship with Horizon Behavioral Health through a variety of programs that provide impactful 
services to our residents in greatest need.  The CRC and its affiliated programs will offer a 
readily available level of service that currently doesn’t exist, while also reducing the demand for 
law enforcement services.   
    
Together we will leverage strengths with other local organizations to make a greater difference 
in our community and the future of our community members.  This will be done by instilling 
hope, empowerment, and recovery through funding for the detoxification unit at the CRC for 
individuals with an opioid use disorder or other substance use disorder.   
  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Ryan M. Zuidema 
Chief of Police 
Lynchburg Police Department  
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