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57 South Center Drive 
Daleville, Virginia 24083 

May 1, 2023 

Commonwealth of Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority 
701 E. Franklin Street, Suite 803 
Richmond, VA  23219 

RE: Letter of support for the Roanoke Valley Collective Response Cooperative Project Grant Application

To the OAA Grant Review Committee: 

I am writing to express the support of [locality name] for the City of Roanoke and Roanoke County’s 
Cooperative Project Grant application for the Roanoke Valley Collective Response and to indicate our 
commitment as an additional partner on this project. 

The Roanoke Valley Collective Response began in 2018 as an all-volunteer collective action effort formed by 
key stakeholders in the Roanoke Area – including leaders in healthcare systems, homelessness programs, 
harm reduction, the Virginia Department of Health, academia, and more - to address what was already a 
crisis of addiction in the region.  That crisis has only been worsened by the ensuing COVID-19 pandemic and 
resultant economic and social challenges in the area.  Since its formation, the Collective Response has 
produced the Blueprint for Action, a report of evidence-based strategies for addressing addiction in the 
Roanoke region, and Building on Hope, a white paper focused on the specific challenges facing addiction and 
recovery services as a result of the pandemic. 

In 2021, the Collective Response became formalized as a staffed program under the Roanoke Valley-
Alleghany Regional Commission, expanding its geographic reach and tightening its relationship with local 
governments.  It has grown its capacity to help localities identify, prioritize, and implement abatement 
programs efficiently, and we believe the additional growth and stability that funding through the VOAA’s 
Cooperative Projects program is critical in our efforts to help our own communities as well as developing 
and deploying an effective regional response to the crisis. 
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As the only collective action organization of its type in the Commonwealth, the Roanoke Valley Collective 
Response also positions our region in the best position to implement effective programs quickly, and to 
assist other regions with technical support as needed. 

Thank you for your consideration in supporting this important program. 

Sincerely,           

Gary Larrowe 
County Administrator  

CC: BOS Members 
Mr. John Alexander 
Sheriff Matt Ward 
Mr. David Moorman 
Mr. Jon Lanford 
Mr. Jeremy Holmes  



        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
May 1, 2023 
 
Commonwealth of Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority 
701 E. Franklin Street, Suite 803 
Richmond, VA  23219 
 
RE: Letter of support for the Roanoke Valley Collective Response Cooperative Project Grant 
Application 
 
To the OAA Grant Review Committee: 
 
I am writing to express the support of the Town of Vinton for the City of Roanoke and Roanoke 
County’s Cooperative Project Grant application for the Roanoke Valley Collective Response and to 
indicate our commitment as an additional partner on this project. 
 
The Roanoke Valley Collective Response began in 2018 as an all-volunteer collective action effort 
formed by key stakeholders in the Roanoke Valley – including leaders in healthcare systems, 
homelessness programs, harm reduction, the Virginia Department of Health, academia, and more - 
to address what was already a crisis of addiction in the region.  That crisis has only been worsened 
by the ensuing COVID-19 pandemic and resultant economic and social challenges in the area.  Since 
its formation, the Collective Response has produced the Blueprint for Action, a report of evidence-
based strategies for addressing addiction in the Roanoke region, and Building on Hope, a white 
paper focused on the specific challenges facing addiction and recovery services as a result of the 
pandemic. 
 
In 2021, the Collective Response became formalized as a staffed program under the Roanoke 
Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission, expanding its geographic reach and tightening its 
relationship with local governments.  It has grown its capacity to help localities identify, prioritize, 
and implement abatement programs efficiently, and we believe the additional growth and stability 
that funding through the VOAA’s Cooperative Projects program is critical in our efforts to help our 
own communities as well as developing and deploying an effective regional response to the crisis. 
 
As the only collective action organization of its type in the Commonwealth, the Roanoke Valley 
Collective Response also positions our region in the best position to implement effective programs 
quickly, and to assist other regions with technical support as needed. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in supporting this important program. 
 

Town of Vinton 
311 S. Pollard Street 

Vinton, VA 24179 
Phone (540) 983-0607 
Fax (540) 983-0646 

Richard W. Peters, Jr., ICMA-CM 
Town Manager 

 
    



 
       Sincerely, 
 
     
 
 
       Richard W. Peters Jr 
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May 1,2023

Commonwealth of Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority
701 E. Franklin Street, Suite 803
Richmond, Virginia 23219

RE: Letter of support for the Roqnoke Valley Collective Response Cooperative project Grant
Application

To the OAA Grant Review Committee:

I am writing to express the support of the city of Salem for the City of Roanoke and Roanoke
County's Cooperative Project Grant application for the Roanoke Valley Collective Response and
to indicate our commitment as an additional partner on this project.

The Roanoke Valley Collective Response began in 2018 as an all-volunteer collective action effort
formed by key stakeholders in the Roanoke Valley, including leaders in healthcare systems,
homelessness programs, harm reduction, the Virginia Department of Health, academia, and more
to address what was already a crisis of addiction in the region. That crisis has only been worsened
by the ensuing COVID-19 pandemic and resultant economic and social challenges in the area.
Since its formation, the Collective Response has produced the Blueprint for Action, a report of
evidence-based strategies for addressing addiction in the Roanoke region, and, Building on Hope,
a white paper focused on the specific challenges facing addiction and recovery services because
of the pandemic.

ln 2027, the Collective Response became formalized as a staffed program under the Roanoke
Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission, expanding its geographic reach and tightening its
relationship with local governments. It has grown its capacity to help localities identiff, prioritize,
and implement abatement programs efficiently, and we believe the additional growth and stability
that funding through the VOAA's Cooperative Projects program is critical in our efforts to help
our own communities as well as developing and deploying an effective regional response to the
crisis.



As the only collective action organization of its type in the Commonwealth, the Roanoke Valley
Collective Response also positions our region in the best position to implement effective programs
quickly, and to assist other regions with technical support as needed.

Thank you for your consideration in supporting this important program.

Sincerely,

/ud
James E. Taliafeno. II
City Manager








