


• For the first time, in 2021, it was estimated that 

over 100,000 persons died of a drug-related 

death

• This is only the number of deaths and does not 

capture the number of persons who overdosed 

or the number of persons who currently 

use/misuse drugs

• This is not a new epidemic; it continues to 

change over time

The Severity of the Problem 
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• Public health data/solutions alone cannot “solve” the 

current epidemic 

• Public safety data/solutions alone cannot “solve” the 

current epidemic

• Retroactive data alone cannot drive life-saving 

decisions

• Collaboration and real-time data helps save lives and 

drive short and long-term decisions

Real-time Public Health and Safety Data Collaboration



ODMAP is a free, web-based tool that 

provides near real-time surveillance of 

suspected overdose events to support 

public safety and public health efforts to 

mobilize an immediate response to 

overdose events

What is ODMAP?



Current ODMAP Engagement (November 2023)

• Number of participating states: 50, DC, and Puerto Rico

• Number of participating agencies: approx. 4,800

• Number of ODMAP users: approx. 32,250

• Number of states with statewide implementation: 35

• Number of statewide application programming 

interfaces (APIs): 25

• Number of suspected overdoses entered: over 2.24 

million



ODMAP 101
How to engage with and use ODMAP 



• Federal, State, Local, and Tribal

• Law Enforcement/Criminal Justice Personnel (including medical examiners/coroners)

• Public Health Personnel

• Licensed First Responders (Fire/EMS)

• Hospitals with Emergency Departments

Excludes associated researched units commonly seen with universities

• All agencies must sign a Participation Agreement prior to gaining access, it outlines the 

ODMAP Policies and Procedures 

ODMAP Agency Eligibility



Suspected overdose cases can be entered 

into the ODMAP system in three ways: 

• Manual entry through the secure website 

(ODMAP is mobile friendly)

• ODFORM (for Case Explorer Users)

• Application Programming Interface (API)

Overdose Event Data Entry Methods



• Each case entry must include: 

• Date and Time 

• Location

• Outcome (fatal/non-fatal) 

• Naloxone Administration 

• Agencies can add additional information, including (but not limited to): 

• Suspected drug 

• Transported to hospital

• Naloxone left behind by

Overdose Event Data Points Collected by ODMAP



• An API allows for the direct, automated integration of the two software systems

• ODMAP utilizes a REST (Representational State Transfer) API, combined with a JSON 

payload to transfer data between both systems

• This is a combination of modern technology that is developer friendly and compatible with 

nearly all programming languages

• The API requires some set up at the beginning but does not require any changes to an 

agencies current data entry protocol

Real-time Data Collection through APIs



• ODMAP is not considered a “system of record” – it collects location, date/time, fatality status, 
and naloxone administration

• The information captured by ODMAP is not considered PHI - the location is translated into a 
geo-located point where an overdose occurred without any other information about a person

• W/B HIDTA and ODMAP do not retain any address information within the platform or on the 
server (they are deleted)

• ODMAP Zoom function is restricted to a zoom Level ID: 15 (scale of 1:18055.95) 

ODMAP and HIPAA



ODMAP Tools
The National Map and Spike Alerts



• ODMAP National Map

• Cross jurisdiction suspected event information 

• Filters

• Heat maps 

• Charts

• Spike, Overdose, and Statewide Alerts 

• Adding personal data and Esri web layers 

• Multiple agencies providing data for areas, capturing more suspected events

ODMAP Features



National Map and Its Features



National Map and It’s Features



Default 24-hour 
summary statistics



Built-in filters to do deep 
dives into ODMAP data, 
including: 

• Date and times 
• Location
• Type of drug



• View the map legend
• Change the look of 

the map
• Print your Map
• Add your own data or 

ESRi Layer



Built-in charts, including:
• Type
• Day of Week
• Hour of Day 
• By day
• By month
• Multiple county/state line 

chart
• Grid for reviewing 

overdose information











You can create your own 
custom shapes and use 
them as filters, save them 
as a bookmark, and use 
them for spike alerts



Spike Alert Process



Spike Alert Formats







Spike Alert Analysis: East Coast 

May 4th to May 10th

Oneida County, NY

Spike Started: 05/04 at 0224, 4 Overdoses

Washington, DC

Spike Started: 05/05 at 0341, 10 Overdoses

Chesterfield County, VA

Spike Started: 05/05 at 1443, 3 Overdoses

Lancaster County, SC

Spike Started: 05/10 at 1148, 3 Overdoses



ODMAP Spike Alert Resources



ODMAP in the Field
How do Agencies Use the Data in ODMAP to Drive 
Decisions



• On June 28, 2021, a spike alert was triggered for Arlington 

County, Virginia

• Public safety and health officials reached out to neighboring 

counties to identify scope of the spike

• Two other Northern Virginia counties reported higher than 

normal overdoses over the past weekend 

• Arlington County stakeholders drafted a community alert and 

posted information on their coalition Facebook page, it 

included: 

• Information on the presence of Fentanyl

• Local resources 

• Information on the local Safe Reporting of an Overdose 

Law

Spike Alerts in the Field: Arlington County, VA



• Agencies create a tailored spike response program to ensure there is a quick response 

to increases or spikes in overdoses

• Should include public health, law enforcement, EMS, hospitals, and adjacent agencies 

(i.e. medical examiners/coroners and hospitals) 

• Can set up spikes for any threshold on ODMAP, so agencies can be alerted based on 

their agency's prevention/response program

Spike Alert Response Teams/Protocols



ODMAP in the Field: Spotlight Series



How to Get Started

• Determine if your agency is already an 

approved agency 

• If they are, sign up as a new user at 

odmap.hidta.org using your agency 

code

• If they are not, complete the agency 

request form at odmap.org

• To determine if you are an approved 

agency, you can visit odmap.org and look 

at our list of approved agencies



Questions and 
Contact Information

Ali Burrell, ODMAP Program Manager
aburrell@wb.hidta.org or 410-662-2355

mailto:aburrell@wb.hidta.org

